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April 17, 1996

96-116
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

ARTS AND CRAFTS VENDORS A SHOWSTOPPER AT CELEBRATION '96
CHARLESTON -- Arts and crafts vendors from throughout the Midwest are
expected to add a home-made touch to Eastern Illinois University's "Celebration: A
Festival of the Arts" April 26-28.
Almost 63 vendors have been invited to this year's annual festival. The
professional crafts people will be coming from Illinois, Wisconsin, Indiana and
Missouri.
Dave Griffin, coordinator of the arts and crafts for the festival, said
Celebration visitors will be impressed with the variety of wares offered by the
vendors.
"There will be quite a selection of things for sale," Griffin said. "The vendors
will be featuring crafts like ceramics, jewelry, glass art, fiber art, two-dimensional
painting, water color art, photography and much more."
Because Celebration has been relocated this year, vendors will be stationed
along the sidewalks in the North Quad area behind Old Main. Vendors will begin
setting up their booths Friday.
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"We' re very excited to have Celebration on the North Quad this year,"
Griffin said. "It's a much better area than Seventh Street in terms of space and the
amount of grass ."
Dan Crews, festiva l coordinator, said the arts and crafts vendors bring a
"high-craft" atmosphere to Celebration.
"The vendors are exemplary. They set up their own booths and are available
to answer customers' questions," Crews said. " Frequently, customers are buying
things that are one of a kind ."
The arts and crafts vendors are invited to Celebration through
advertisements in trade magazines and the viewing of their booths at other
community festivals throughout central Illinois and Indiana, according to Crews.
Celebration is an annual event featuring a va riety of outdoor performers and
vendors. Held on Eastern's campus, it gives students and area residents the
opportunity to experience different kinds of visua l and musical art.
For more information, ca ll the Celebration office at (217) 58 1-2 1 13.
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